
November 2, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioners Hall and 

Redland were not in attendance.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also in attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   A/T Hanson noted the addition 

of liquor license renewal approval for County Road 38 Bar and Grill; David Stene with more information regarding 

Enterprise Leasing at 11:15 a.m. along with repurchase of a tax forfeited property by Mandy Halstad, and 

discussion on tax forfeiture sale for one property.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 

agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had read the minutes of the October 21st meeting that were submitted 

electronically.   Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 21st meeting as 

presented.     Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward the agreement for consulting services with USICG (formerly known as Hildi 

Inc) who provide our actuarial report for the audit process.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve the agreement with USICG.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then brought forward the liquor license renewal for County Road 38 Bar & Grill.  A/T Hanson 

noted the application had been completed by Renne Nysetvold, licensee, as well as by Christina Lien of Flom 

Township Board, James Brue, County Attorney and Jeremy Thornton, County Sheriff.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the license renewal for On & Off Sale as well as Sunday Liquor.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward was the letter from Mandy Halstad requesting the board to allow her to repurchase 

her home following forfeiture for non-payment of taxes.  A/T Hanson explained that along with the letter 

requesting the opportunity to repurchase, she did have a check in the amount of the remaining back taxes as well 

as current 2021 taxes, along with fees and charges for the tax forfeiture process as well as State Deed and 

recording fees.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR 11-02-2021-1 A Resolution Relating to the 

Repurchase of Tax Forfeited Property, specifically parcel 27-2511000, in the City of Gary.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 3 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was 

adopted unanimously and is on file in the A/T Office.   

At 9:15 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with her COVID-19 update.  Director Kjono noted 

that she remains cautiously optimistic, and stating that Norman County has approximately 30 active cases.  She did 

state that she has seen a number of breakthrough cases, estimating that approximately 100 since vaccinations 

began and even some of those who have had COVID, and getting vaccinated that have had a breakthrough case.  

Director Kjono noted that she was expecting that the 5 to 11-year-old vaccine would be approved next week.  Ms. 

Kjono also noted that Public Health is beginning to set up some COVID Booster Clinics.   

Director Kjono also introduced Kelsey (Brevik) Merkens to the board as her new employee who will be serving as 

the Project Director for the Drug-Free Communities Grant.   

Chairman Jacobson called for a short break at 9:23 a.m.   

Commissioner Redland arrived for the meeting at 9:28 a.m.  

At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called the meeting back to order for the Highway Building Presentation by 

WiDSETH.  Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, introduced Kent Rohr, Structural Engineer, and Greg Bohl, Architect, 

representing WiDSETH who provided boards with drawings of the proposed new Highway Dept building, explaining 

features of the proposed building and also visuals of what the building would look like from the exterior.  

Questions were asked and answers provided to their best ability by Mr. Rohr and Mr. Bohl.   



Following the presentation, Engineer Berndt, provided a power point for commissioners reinforcing the need for 

the new building due to deterioration of the existing building, space needs, ways to finance the building, and how 

it might impact taxes.  Engineer Berndt also provided a timeline for progression of the project in order to break 

ground in the spring of 2022.   

At 10:33 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called for an additional short break.  

At 10:43 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, addressed the board with regard to shared staffing agreements with 

Red Lake County, noting that those agreements had been signed and returned.   

At 10:45 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with further questions/concerns regarding the Enterprise 

Leasing agreement.  After considerable discussion as to whether the county was going to continue leasing through 

Enterprise, Commissioner Bommersbach stated he did not know why we were continuing this discussion at every 

meeting when he was sure he had made a motion last year to enter into an agreement with Enterprise Leasing.  

After some investigation into 2020 approved minutes, it was determined that Commissioner Bommersbach had 

made a motion to move forward with the Enterprise Proposal provided County Attorney Brue did not find any 

irregularities in the agreement.  A/T Hanson noted that we had entered into an agreement with Enterprise Leasing 

as of December 11, 2020, as signed by Chairman Hall.  Department Heads will still need to have approval from the 

county board to lease a new vehicle through Enterprise Leasing.     

At 11:25 a.m. A/T Hanson brought forward a request from the Association of Minnesota Counties with regard to 

voting delegates for Norman County and if any delegates should be changed.  A/T Hanson noted that at this time 

the five Commissioners as well as Garry Johanson, Keith Berndt and herself were voting delegates.  It was the 

consensus of the board that this did not need changing at this time.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward whether the county wanted to proceed with having a Tax Forfeiture Sale this 

year as there was only one parcel that had not been redeemed; consensus was to move ahead with a sale as 

quickly as possible.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward discussion on redistricting of Wild Rice Watershed Managers as proposed by 

Becker County.  Chairman Jacobson noted that he would attend the public hearing on November 3, 2021, at the 

WRWD Offices.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 

electronically.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue - $30,098.43  Road & Bridge - $198,768.96  County Building - $51,743.70 

Public Health - $5,370.70  Solid Waste Facilities - $18,571.56  County Ditch - $6,120.00 

County Homes - $6.99  TOTAL - $310,680.34 

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:40 a.m. Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


